Doctor of Physical Therapy - DPT

Curriculum

The Doctor of Physical Therapy program prepares students for entry-level
clinical practice in the doctoring profession of physical therapy. Graduates are
prepared to sit for the National Physical Therapy Licensure Examination and
to practice as doctors of physical therapy. Students are prepared to provide
physical therapy services to a wide variety of individuals with injuries, diseases
and disorders involving the major body systems, across the lifespan and
continuum of care.

Upon completion of the program graduates are expected to:

Apply clinical decision making skills to effectively develop and implement
a physical therapy examination, diagnosis, prognosis, and plan of care.

Evaluate evidence to facilitate best patient outcomes by effective use of
the professional literature and current information technologies.

Adapt delivery of physical therapy services with consideration for
patients’ differences, values, preferences, and needs.

Communicate effectively and professionally with a diverse group of
patients, healthcare professionals, para-professionals, and community
members to provide patient-centered and socially responsible care.

Demonstrate a commitment to professional Physical Therapist practice,
consistent with the core values of the American Physical Therapy
Association.

Develop scholarly work that informs evidence-based practice for clinical
decision making or investigates innovative physical therapy interventions
utilizing solid theoretical constructs.
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Core Courses

DPT7050 Anatomy 4
DPT7100 Foundations of Evidence-Based Medicine 2
DPT7150 Foundations for Physical Therapy Practice 2
DPT7200 Patient Mobility and Safety 3
DPT7250 Exercise Physiology and Wellness 3
DPT7300 Integrated Clinical Experience and Professional 2
Development |
DPT7350 Musculoskeletal System | 5
DPT7400 Musculoskeletal System II 5
DPT7450 Biomechanics 4
DPT7500 Diagnostic Imaging 2
DPT7600 Culmination and Comprehensive Practicum | 2
DPT7650 Pharmacology for Physical Therapists 2
DPT7700 Essentials of Rehabilitation Technology 2
DPT7750 Pathophysiology 3
DPT7800 Cardiovascular, Pulmonary and Integumentary 4
Examination and Treatment
DPT7810 Service Learning 1
DPT7850 Culmination and Comprehensive Practicum Il 2
DPT7900 Health Promotion and Wellness 2
DPT8052 Professional Development 3 2
DPT8100 Pain Neuroscience 2
DPT8150 Neuroanatomy for the Physical Therapist 3
DPT8180 Psychosocial Theory and Practice 2
DPT8200 Motor Control 3
DPT8300 Neurological Examination and Treatment 5
DPT8352 Culmination and Comprehensive Practicum IlI 5
DPT8400 Integrated Clinical Experience and Professional 2
Development Il
DPT8450 Healthcare Management 2
DPT8500 Research Seminar | 2
DPT8552 Pediatric Physical Therapy 4
DPT8600 Physical Therapy for Genitourinary Health 2
DPT8652 Comprehensive Skills Review and Qualifying 1
Examination
DPT8850 Research Seminar Il 2
DPT8900 DPT Capstone 2
DPT9210 Clinical Education Experience | 10
DPT9220 Clinical Education Experience Il 10
DPT9230 Clinical Education Experience Ill 10

DPT9500 Licensure Review and PEAT

Total Credits

Graduation from a physical therapist education program accredited by

the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE),
3030 Potomac Ave,, Suite 100, Alexandria, Virginia 22305-3085; phone;
703-706-3245; accreditation@apta.org is necessary for eligibility to sit for the
licensure examination, which is required in all states.

Effective October 29, 2024, Johnson & Wales University’s Doctor of Physical
Therapy Program has been granted Candidate for Accreditation status by the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (3030 Potomac
Ave,, Suite 100, Alexandria, Virginia 22305-3085; phone: 703-706-3245;
email: accreditation@apta.org). If needing to contact the program/institution
directly, please call (401) 598-1375 or email JWUDPT@jwu.edu.

Candidate for Accreditation is an accreditation status of affiliation with the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education that indicates
the program may matriculate students in technical/professional courses.
Achievement of Candidate for Accreditation status does not assure that the
program will be granted Initial Accreditation.
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Review the application process, admissions criteria and academic
prerequisites for JWU Providence’s Doctor of Physical Therapy (D.PT.)
program.
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How to Apply

Applicants for the Doctor of Physical Therapy (D.P.T.) program for the 2025-26
academic year must apply through the Physical Therapist Centralized
Application Service (PTCAS).

« Cycle opens: June 2024
« Application Deadline: March 31, 2025

Note: JWU participates in rolling admissions, but early applications are
encouraged.

Application Requirements

Bachelor degree from an accredited college or university
Overall GPA = 3.0

Prerequisite GPA > 2.6

All prerequisite classes must be completed before matriculation

Official copy of all post-secondary transcripts if not officially verified in
PTCAS

Three (3) letters of recommendation with at least one from a physical
therapist

Completed PT Experience Form required at time of application must
include:

o A minimum of 40 verified hours
o All clinical experience hours MUST be posted by application deadline

Note: Students will be required to score higher than 80% on a medical
terminology test in the first semester. Should they score less than 80% they
will need to take an online medical terminology course.

Doctor of Physical Therapy - DPT

120.0

1


mailto:accreditation@apta.org
mailto:accreditation@apta.org
mailto:JWUDPT@jwu.edu
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/majors-and-programs/physical-therapy-dpt.html
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/faculty.html
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/mission-outcomes.html
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/essential-functions.html
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/admissions-and-academic-prerequisites.html
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/tuition-fees.html
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/matriculated-student-data.html
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/handbook-and-policies.html
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/accreditation.html
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/admissions-and-academic-prerequisites.html#apply
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/admissions-and-academic-prerequisites.html#requirements
https://www.jwu.edu/academics/physical-therapy/admissions-and-academic-prerequisites.html#academic
https://ptcas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login
https://ptcas.liaisoncas.com/applicant-ux/#/login

Required Academic Prerequisites

Two courses in Biological Sciences with lab (NOT botany): 8 credits

Anatomy with lab: 4 credits (3 credit lecture; 1 credit lab) (if combined
with physiology, then 8 credits)

Physiology with lab: 4 credits (3 credit lecture, 1 credit lab) (if combined
with anatomy, then 8 credits)

Two courses in Chemistry with lab: 8 credits
Two courses in Physics with lab: 8 credits
Psychology: 3 credits

Statistics: 3 credits
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